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Among the 52 new entries in the Knowledge Repository, we continue to see more 

additions to the built-environment-research on COVID-19. Two of these focus on 

the ongoing investigation around the possible role of surface transmission in the 

spread of coronavirus. A fresh-off-the-press literature review by Marquèz and 

colleagues – as well as a brand new study using environmental sampling by Wei and 

colleagues – both conclude that surface transmission is plausible. The review and 

study both discuss the evidence around fomites and SARS-CoV-2, with some 

samples showing viable virus detected on surfaces for up to a few days. The jury is 

still out on the likelihood of becoming infected from viable COVID on these 

surfaces. One year after the onset of this pandemic, the best course of action 

against the possibility of contact transmission remains the same as it ever was: hand 

hygiene and rigorous cleaning protocols. Thankfully, findings seem clear around the 

success of common chemicals and biocides in deactivating the virus. Both studies 

are open-access and can be found by clicking on the links below.  

(Papers published ahead of print “in press” will be updated as volume and page 

information becomes available.) 
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